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atom in ascorbic acid. Thus it was found that 6-methyl-l-arabo-3-keto-
hexonic acid is active, having about one-fifth the activity of ascorbic
acid, d-erythro-3-keto-hexonic acid (isoascorbic acid), which differs
from ascorbic acid only in the steric arrangement of the groups on
the fifth carbon atom, has about one-twentieth to one-fiftieth the
activity of the natural vitamin (Dalmer and Moll, '33). Dehydro-
ascorbic acid has approximately one-fourth the antiscorbutic potency
of ascorbic acid in the reduced form. Structural relationships between
these compounds are as indicated:
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Some of the compounds which are inactive are: d-ascorbic acid,
d-gluco-ascorbic acid, and d-galacto-ascorbic acid.